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The words remain the same:
Alleluia! Jesus Christ is Risen!
    He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

The world seems turned upside down doesn’t it? So many things are different. As traditional Lutherans, we’ve
probably already said this phrase many times, “ We never did it that way before!”

Go back with me about 2000 years as the world at the time was turned upside down also. You know the story
well, since many of you have heard it dozens (hundreds?) of times before.

On the first day of the week, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. People were cheering. They cut palm
branches off of the trees and put them on his road. Some of them took off their outer clothes and laid them down
to cushion the walk of the donkey carrying Jesus. Many were ready to follow Jesus into Jerusalem and proclaim
him king of Israel! But, Jesus wasn’t going to stop his mission so they could hale him as king.

You know that he went on and that Thursday night going into Friday morning he was betrayed, arrested, was
forced into that mockery of a trial, was crucified, died... was buried. The disciples scattered. The disciples hid.
The disciples were afraid they would be next. They seemed to have lost all hope. They did not remember Jesus
words of promise, “In three days....”

However, all the doubts and fears of the disciples; the rantings and ravings of the Jewish leaders who
condemned him; all the hordes of hell; not even the stark weight of the stone rolled in front of the tomb; nothing
could keep Jesus from rising from the dead!

Now here we sit today, in our homes, with the door shut, in fear we might be next (not to be put to death but to
catch the virus). We seem to be in dire straits.

Yet we are people of hope! We know our redeemer lives! We joyfully praise God who raised Jesus from the
dead, who forgave us all of our sins, who makes us heirs with Christ, who promises us a heavenly home, who
gives us all blessings!

We are resurrection people. Yes, our worship for Palm Sunday, and Holy Week, and Easter are going to be like
nothing we have experienced before. Yet, we will worship!

I‘m sorry I can’t give you all the details at this time, but our worship experience for those days are being worked
on. We will worship on Palm/Passion Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. More details will be
posted on our church website, church and school Facebook pages. Continue to pray for each other. Support,
help, and encourage one another. God for his blessings.
Always remember:

Alleluia! Jesus Christ is risen!
    He is risen indeed!  Hallelujah!

Pastor Fred
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Zion Day School News

When we chose our school’s theme this year, I had no idea what a perfect fit it
would be.  Our theme is Guided by the Good Shepherd.  Different parts of Psalm 23 have
applied to different parts of the school year.  Right now, we are “walking through the valley
of the shadow of death.”  Christ our Good Shepherd promises to take care of us as we
are His sheep and He is our Shepherd.  Christ has saved us and we are His.  As the
family of Zion goes through this “valley” part in our history, we thank the Lord for His
loving promises and life eternal.

As of today, school is not in session because of the Coronavirus.  We are
scheduled to return on April 8th.  We will see what the Lord has in store for us.  The
students are at home completing their school work and teachers are guiding them in their
studies from a distance.  The internet is proving to be very beneficial now as it is being
used for classroom assignments, pictures, and communicating with students and families.

Our teachers have been doing an outstanding job communicating the assignments
and school lessons with families.  It is quite a change teaching without being in a
classroom.  There are challenges, but also some fun aspects.  Also our wonderful janitors
have thoroughly cleaned and sanitized each classroom.  They worked very hard to finish
cleaning the school.  We now wait to return.

The teachers and I thank the Lord for all of your prayers and continued support as
we continue to pray for you.  I encourage all families to pray for and check on each other. 
We have many questions of which only the Lord knows the answers.  We do know that
the Lord will provide.  By the strength of the Holy Spirit, we trust in His unfailing love.  

May the Lord continue to bless you as we grow in His grace, love, and compassion.

Please check out our School’s Facebook page.  I thank you for your continued
prayers and support.
  
In Christ,

John Schaff
Principal
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01  Brett Allen
      Edward Buske
      Jordan Minkevich
      Lois Niemann

02  Tisha Bernhardt
      Amy Jett
      Conner Sarver

03  Shawn Barto

04  Carly Favre
      Samuel Horn
      Tim Nobbe
      Kristen Suhrenbrock

05  Richard Bierbaum
     Anita Davis
     Barb Flitz
    Amy Frerichs

06  Jonathan Volentine

07  Sophia Hollo

08  Jonathon Crawford
      Collin Hughes
      Andrew Sarver

09  Sarah Suhrenbrock
      Vera Whitsell

10  Nancy Brakenhoff
      Gary Doss
      Dee Ellinger
      Donald Lang
      Marcia Sailsbury

11  Stacy Martin
      Laura Wolff

12  Alex Brown
      Kelsey Pezold
      Gertrude Wreath

13  Stephanie Allison
      Teresa Harbison

14  Cindy Hogue
      Emily Stitt

15  Christopher McGee
      Eloise Pezold

16  Kim Casey
      Vicki Markulakis
      Jeremy Sarti
      Virginia Wernsing

17  Lainey Barcum
     Shawn Hull
      Brian Volentine

18  Kevin Brumm
      Austin Bryant
      Chelsey Bryant
      Lorene Devashier
      Daniel Fenton

19  Amy Adam
      Gary Meyers

20  Anita Kraemer
      Spencer Nance
       Doris Roach
       Jonathan Schmidt
       Shay Westhoff, Jr.

21  Stacey Nance

23  Alyssa Buske
       Josh Horn
       Katie Kinney
       John Lueker

24  Violet Ballowe
      Hillary Kinney
      Matthew Schmidt

25  Erik Hyam

26  Jennifer Brakenhoff
      McKenna Maneval

27  Jonathan Bontke
      Dan Peters

29  Matthew Niehaus

30  Connie Niemann
      Judy Simmermaker
      Donna Wilson

Anniversaries in April
April 2 Mel & Sharon Cordani April 18 James & Laura Mulhern
April 3 Don & Joyce Williams April 24 Jim & Della Niemann
April 4 Charles & June Bierbaum April 25 Jim & Wanda Monke
April 7 Mike & Becky Helgen April 28 Tom & Susan Shelton
April 9 Jim & Meg Wertin

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
  If your birthday is in April and your name is not on the list please contact the office.

Our apologies if this occurs.
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SAUSAGE DINNER

The third annual Sausage Dinner at Zion was a huge success!  We want to say many
thanks to all who cooked, brought desserts, and helped work in all areas to support the
dinner.

Total funds raised should exceed our expectations.  A final report will be provided in
the near future.  Approximately 950 persons were served. Everyone who worked enjoyed a
day of fellowship with one another.  

Great comments about the food were received! Many THANKS for your support.

FROM THE BONTKES: 
    Pastor and I would like to thank you for the thoughtful prayers, cards, kind
notes and words of encouragement during my illness.  Despite a few setbacks I
am now on the transplant list and continue to work.
    Pastor has been a wonderful helper and support system. Please continue to
keep us in your prayers.   I will keep you updated.
     Thank you so much. God is good ALL the time.

In Christ,    Pastor and Diane Bontke

A NEW MINISTRY AT ZION-CHRIST CARE CALLERS:  In this troubled time, we
need to be in contact with our members to see how they are doing and let them know
that we care.  We are looking for volunteers to call on 8 or 10 families now and some
times is the future.  The only qualification is that of privacy regarding your
conversation.  It will be shared only with Pastor Kraemer.  If you are interested,
please call Bev Zoschke at 217-324-4055.
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Ladies Aid Mother-Daughter Banquet

Ladies Aid Spring and Fall Rummage Sale
and Luncheon

Ladies Aid Christmas Silent Auction

Ladies Aid Mite Boxes

Ladies Aid Cookie Walk in December

PTL Sauerbraten Dinner

PTL Trivia Night

PTL School Musical 

Annual School Fall Fund Raiser

7th and 8th Grade Fund Raiser for Chicago
Trip every other year (fall of event years)

Dinner for Teachers to go to the Lutheran
Association Convention

Gingerbread House

SCRIP Program

School Sweatshirt/T-shirt sale with Zion
Logo

Zion Flyer Fest

Annual Fund Drive for the school (arm of
alumni group)

Sunday School Christmas Program

Youth Soup Suppers during Lent and
Advent

Youth Easter Breakfast

Triumph Cafe Dinner

Any Fund Raiser relate to “Onward in
Faith” Campaign

Door Offerings for :

Vacation Bible School

Church Picnic

Good Samaritan Fund

Church Landscaping

Food Pantry (Thanksgiving loose plate
offering)

Christmas Treats for Children

ANNUAL FUND RAISING APPROVED LIST

The following list of activities has been approved by the Board of Stewardship to
collect/charge money for charitable work.  Any fund raising activity not on this list must be
submitted to the Board of Stewardship in writing for approval before the activity can take
place, stating whether the fund raiser is for a one-time approval or for inclusion on the Annual
Fund Raiser approved list.

**Please note that this list is just of fundraisers approved by the Board of Stewardship.

They may not happen at their regular times due to recent events.
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Dear Family of Zion,
    I have officially turned in my resignation from my position as the Church Secretary,
and accepted a position at Hawthorne Animal Hospital in Glen Carbon. I hope to switch
jobs after this COVID-19 craziness has ended. While I am excited for a new
opportunity, this was a difficult decision to make. The past three years have been very
rewarding in many ways. 
    I have enjoyed working for the church and its congregants, as well as with the school
staff and children. It has truly been a pleasure to work with each one of you. A special
thank you to all of my Office Helpers, Newsletter Crew, Bulletin Stuffers, and everyone
else who has devoted time towards helping me in the office. I can’t even begin to name
specific people, as the space would be more than this bulletin will allow! Thank you for
the opportunities for growth that you have provided me, for all of the love, warmth, and
support shown during my time here.
    Blessings to you all, and may God continue to show His love and mercy to all of us, 
        Alainna DeWitt

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
    Recently Jessie accepted a position Rochelle IL near her side of family. This
opportunity is a great one. God has made it clear to us that moving to Rochelle is His
plan for our family.
    I plan to finish out my call for the school year. Please keep our family in your
prayers.
    God has richly blessed us in our time at Zion.  We will treasure many of the
memories we have from serving here.  We are especially thankful for the blessings of
living in the parsonage.  This is Gabe's first home, the first home Xavier will
remember, and the home where Sophia grew from a preschool to the girl who all too
quickly is becoming a young woman.
    As we move from here, we are thankful for the relationships we made (and are too
many to all name now).  Please continue to equip the students of Zion to live as
Christian leaders here in Litchfield and in the wider world.  Find your strength in the
love of Christ and share that love with everyone.

Love,    Paul, Jessie, Sophia, Xavier, and Gabriel Mueller
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How to use E-giving:

1. First go to the church website: https://www.zionlutheranlitchfield.com
2. Click on church:
3. Select the E-giving link
4. Click create account in the right hand corner.  You will need a email address

to do this.
5. After creating an account, select general fund, the frequency of your donation,

the start date, and the amount.
6. Provide a credit card or bank account to withdraw the money from.  We

encourage you to use a checking or savings account as the fees associated
with the transfer are less.

7. Make sure to click donate now before signing off.

8:00am Sunday worship will stream live on the School Facebook page, and be posted on the
Church Page.
Daily devotions will stream live on the School Facebook page week days at 10:00am, and then will
be posted on the Church Facebook page.
Shorter bulletin announcements will be available online Fridays after 12pm.

At this time, the office is open from 10am-12pm every week day so people may access the
church or drop off items and offerings.  If you wish to come in, and aren’t sure if we’ll be
here, please feel free to call first: 217.324.2033     Messages can be left on our voicemail, or
emails sent to:

adewitt@zionlutheranlitchfield.com      
fkraemer@zionlutheranlitchfield.com   
jschaff@zionlutheranlitchfield.com  
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