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If you would read the book of Acts, about the life of the early church, you would see that a large part of being 
God’s people was gathering together. They gathered together in the synagogues for a while as they would 
hear the Old Testament Scriptures and also hear how those very words were fulfilled by Jesus. At other times 
and in other places, God’s people would meet in individuals’ homes, for the same purpose to hear God’s 
word. 
 

Often times, as they met together, it was not just for the worship and praise of God but to also share a meal 
together. Apparently Lutherans didn’t have the corner market on potluck dinners! The early Christians 
gathered together with glad and generous hearts to share meals, to lift one another up in prayer, and 
especially for hearing the word of God. One of the biggest marks of the church was that they gathered 
together. 
 

Throughout the centuries that continued to be a big part of the church. The church, us believers, gather 
together. Not only did people gather at the church for worship, but also for social events, building up of 
community, and just being with one another as the community of believers. Just look at the gathering 
together that continues today at Zion - The meals we have, the ‘Promise’ (when we had it), other social 
gatherings, and of course the squeezing together as have so many of our members and families for the 
candlelight service at Christmas and the joyful celebration of the Resurrection. 

 

Unfortunately today, that great mark of the church – gathering together - we can’t do so easily anymore. Yes 
the Covid virus has us covering our faces, social distancing, meeting virtually by electronic means, and so on. 
Like many of you, I am waiting for that day when we don’t have to mask, social distance, sanitize, and all the 
rest but can freely gather and worship and have our students meet personally in their classrooms. 
 

One thing we also have to remember, however, is that the church is not only to gather together but is also to 
go out with the message of Christ to others. We also have been blessed with the capability of our message, 
our worship, our proclamation of God’s word to be brought to others through electronic means. It still 
amazes me that my daily devotions are watched by over 100 people every day, and that we have over 250 
watching our worship services, through electronic means. 
 

Because God has given us an opportunity to reach others beyond the traditional methods, we are also 
gearing up to be able to reach out even better. We are taking steps forward to have even better quality for 
recording our worship and have it be viewed by others. Other thought is being given to what we might 
possibly do as we creatively do things in our worship with additional opportunities. (More information will 
come in the next few months.) As God gives us opportunity I hope we will not just fall back into our old 
practices, being content with what we have always done, as soon we hopefully will be able to go back to 
more normal practices. May we continue to seek additional ways to bring God‘s message to others. 
 

We do need time to gather together. I look forward to having real hugs, especially from our younger ones, 
and not just get ‘air hugs’. I look forward to meeting together in person. I look forward to enjoying some good 
food together, and laughter and conversation and just being with each other. And I look forward to how we 
can continually and creatively bring the message of Christ to others. 
 

Gathering in Christ, 
Pastor Fred 

 



 
I am proud to say that as you are reading this newsletter we are now 5 weeks into the school year. 
We have been on campus 5 days a week and are currently in school from 8:15am to 3:00pm. The 
students have been wonderful for the teachers and the parents have been so patient with all of the 
changes. We have a lot going on and many changes have taken place. God is so good! 
 
Last year we received a Duff grant to be used for technology. We have finally put it to great use. We 
updated all of the Wi-Fi in the building, put in a new server, and as of today we are officially using 
our own internet. We are no longer using the district's internet. What a huge difference. This has 
really helped with our online learners and the teacher's ability to communicate and teach those off 
campus students. 
 
This year we received another Duff Grant and that is going to install new drinking fountains in the 
school and gym. These are hands free drinking fountains that will help with filling up water bottles. 
The other part of the grant has been used to put a printer in each of the teacher’s classrooms. These 
printers were installed on Wednesday and the faculty is ecstatic about having them. These printers 
are really saving them a lot of time. 
 
On September 11th we celebrated Patriots Day as a school. The students were encouraged to dress 
up in Red, White, and Blue. I was so excited when I took a count-we had 100% participation. Each 
student received a red, white, and blue ice cream and 45 minutes of free recess with the principal. 
Each class had a lot of fun making the principal push them on the merry-go-round. It was a great day. 
 
We are heading into the busy month of October. The first quarter ends on October 16th. It would be 
nice to reach the end of the quarter in the classroom on the school campus. My hope is that we 
would be able to start working on basketball skills in the gym. I am optimistic that we could get the 
school basketball season in this year. I didn't think so earlier, but seeing what has been going on 
around the country, I now think it is possible. 
 
Slowly the new normal is becoming normal and the students are adjusting remarkably well to the 
way things are now. Please pray for all of the students, teachers, and families as we continue to forge 
our way through these Covid times. Someone asked me the other day if we would make it through 
the whole year and I responded with this quote, "Whether we think we can, or we think we can't we 
are right." Thomas Edison 
 
 
In Christ, 
 
Mark Lofink 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



News From Zion’s Fifth and Sixth Grade 
Miss Pryor, Fifth and Sixth Grade Teacher 

 

Wow!  We have nearly reached the end of first quarter and are wondering where the 
time has gone!  Our year together so far has been wonderful.  The students quickly resumed 
school routines after being out of the classroom for six months and are busy learning many 
new and exciting things. 
 

Our religion studies have largely focused on familiar Bible stories.  In October, we’ll be 
working through a unit about Martin Luther and the Reformation.  Students are mastering 
multi-digit multiplication, negative numbers, measurement, and fractions in math.  In 
Spanish, we’re learning family relationships and related words.  We’re really enjoying our new 
social studies curriculum and are studying about the ancient world.  We are also learning 
about the gift of life in Science and how traits are inherited.  This is my first time teaching 
science in many years and I am really enjoying it.    
 

Afternoons are dedicated to English and reading.  Students enjoy writing in their 
English journals and are becoming even stronger in their identification of parts of 
speech.  One of our favorite parts of the day to share together is read-aloud time.  We’ve 
discovered a few great books so far and are always anxious to reach the end of a story and 
start another.   
 

Zion’s Student Council for 2020-2021 has been elected and will be planning activities 
for Red Ribbon Week at the end of October, our annual observance of remaining drug free.   
 

God continues to bless Zion and our students and families.  As we focus on our theme 
for the school year, “Sing to the Lord a New Song” we are thankful for the new staff that has 
been called to serve at Zion and the faith that God has given us and for the songs we can sing 
to share the Good News of the Gospel with others.   

    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 $10.00       DRIVE-THRU   $10.00 

SAUSAGE DINNER 
 

Sunday, October 4th 

11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

 

Drive Thru will be located at the South Awning Entrance 

of the building, Clark/Madison St. 

 

Each meal will feature GRILLED SAUSAGE LINKS, 

a favorite from Zion’s annual sausage dinner! 

 

Served with 

Cheesy Potatoes 

Baked Beans 

Slaw 

Applesauce  

& 

Homemade Cookies 

 

 

 

Donations will go towards “ONWARD in FAITH” 

 

 



Newsletter Distribution 
Access to Church Mailboxes, is preferably limited to Worship Services only. This is to cut 

down on traffic throughout the school, so that it stays sanitary for our students and staff. If you 

must access your mailbox another time, please do so when school is not in session.  

Newsletters will be placed in mailboxes and mailed out after 2 weekends if not picked up. If 

you are interested in having it mailed out directly or receiving your newsletter via email please 

let us know. You can call the office at (217) 324-2033 or email Jessica at 

churchsecretary@zionlutheranlitchfield.com 

 
 

Adult Information Class 
Adult information classes started September 15

th
. These classes are still open to anyone 

interested in becoming a member or interested in learning more about the Lutheran Faith. It is 

also offered to members who would like a refresher course. 

Classes will be held in the Parish Hall every Tuesday at 7:00pm, now through November 24
th
.  

For further information you may contact the church office at (217) 324- 2033 or via email at 

churchsecretary@zionlutheranlitchfield.com 

 
 

Position Opening 
"Metro-East Lutheran High School is currently accepting names of interested people for the 

position of School Secretary on our Edwardsville campus.  The position would be a full-time 

10 month (August 1st through May 31st) position with a starting date in early January 2021.  If 

you are interested please send a letter of interest and a resume to Dr. Jay Krause, Principal 

at jay.krause@melhs.org or call the school office for more information at 618-656-0043." 
 

Ladies’ Aid 
Ladies Aid Mission Service project donations have been greatly appreciated! In the past 

months, we have supported the Concordia Seminary Food Bank, Litchfield Food Pantry, and 

Zion with generous donations. It has been wonderful to see the congregation come together to 

help others in need! Thank you! 

 

In October, we will be putting together “Blessing Bags” for our shut ins.  A Thrivent grant will 

be acquired to assist with the project. If you would like to help put a smile on someone’s face, 

the shopping cart will be out for donations of Puff tissues, packaged snack bars and cookies, 

small candy bars, note cards, pens, and lotion. We will be putting together 35-40 bags at the 

end of October. If shopping isn’t your thing, cash or checks can be given to 

 Becky Helgen or Sharon Cordani. 

mailto:jay.krause@melhs.org


October Birthdays 
 

1- Lakyn Hughes    18- Florence Collman 
2- Payton Belusko    19- Michael Klump 

 Nancy Flack     Jason Williams 
3- Rebecca Murzynski   20- Emily Frerichs 
 Hunter Sarti     Colton Hughes 
4- Ryan Stitt      Cindy Nail 
6- David Brackenbush   21- Connor Budd 
 Adam Favre    22- Caitlan Rogers 
7- William Bergen    23- Ruby Hampton 
 Mat Boston     24- Cody Davidson  
 Kevin Pollard     Chance Holliday 
9- Caleb Robinson     Ed Wernsing 
10- Darin Ashby     Tyler Zumwalt 
 Karen Best     25- Ben Brackenhoff  
 Brenden DeWitt    26- Ailene Schmidt 
 Amanda Niemann     Sarah Schmidt  
 Kate Schmidt    27- Kimberly Waldrup 
 Don Williams    28- Ruth List    
13- Daniel Bierbaum     Paxton Logsdon    
 Jacob Jurgena      Kyle Swetlishnoff 
14- Maegan Neese    29- Haylee Rovey 
15- Jayse Ellinger      Janice Volentine 
16- Jayden Ellinger    31- Sharon Cordani 
 Jack Wilson      Brittany Davis 
17- Loretta Sarti      Anna Schaff 
 Leonard Zoellick 

 
 

October Anniversaries 

 
 

  3- Charles & Kim Lucykow   16- Cory & Angela Johnson 
 Scott & Shelley Schmidt   22- Jack & Elfrieda Wilson 
  9- Ryan & Jessica Dougherty  23- Karl & Leanne Kruse 
10- Cynthia & Greg Hogue   24- Dick & Mary Westhoff 
11- Joel & Darla Jubelt   25- Lyndsy & Michael Winstead 
12- April & Jeff Budd    29- Gail & Leo Delvin Hunter 
14- Kimberly & Stan Casey   30- Jeffrey & Tisha Bernhardt 
     

 



Elders Serving Us in Worship 
 

 3- 5:30      Doug Martin   17- 5:30     Andy Frerichs  
 4- 8:00      Andy Frerich   18- 8:00     Brad Bowles  
  10:30      Mel Cordani    10:30     Ernie Thomack  
 
 10- 5:30     Kyle Frerichs   24- 5:30    Doug Martin  
 11- 8:00     Gary Meyers   25- 8:00    Kyle Frerichs   
  10:30     Darin Ashby    10:30    Mel Cordani  
     31- 5:30    Brad Bowles 
 

Daily Bible Readings 
 

October 1 Deut 2:16–37; Matt 6:16–34 
October 2 Deut 3:1–29; Matt 7:1–12 

October 3 Deut 4:1–20; Matt 7:13–29 

October 4 Deut 4:21–40; Matt 8:1–17 

October 5 Deut 5:1–21; Matt 8:18–34 

October 6 Deut 5:22—6:9; Matt 9:1–17 

October 7 Deut 6:10–25; Matt 9:18–38 

October 8 Deut 7:1–19; Matt 10:1–23 

October 9 Deut 8:1–20; Matt 10:24–42 

October 10 Deut 9:1–22; Matt 11:1–19 

October 11 Deut 9:23—10:22; Matt 11:20–30 

October 12 Deut 11:1–25; Matt 12:1–21 

October 13 Deut 11:26—12:12; Matt 12:22–37 

October 14 Deut 12:13–32; Matt 12:38–50 

October 15 Deut 13:1–18; Matt 13:1–23 

October 16 Deut 14:1–2, 22–23, 28–29,15:1–15; Matt 13:24–43 

October 17 Deut 15:19—16:22; Matt 13:44–58 

October 18 Deut 17:1–20; Matt 14:1–21 

October 19 Deut 18:1–22; Matt 14:22–36 

October 20 Deut 19:1–20; Matt 15:1–20 

October 21 Deut 20:1–20; Matt 15:21–39 

October 22 Deut 21:1–23; Matt 16:1–12; Deut 22:1—24:9 

October 23 Deut 24:10—25:10; Matt 16:13–28 

October 24 Deut 25:17—26:19; Matt 17:1–13 

October 25 Deut 27:1–26; Matt 17:14–27 

October 26 Deut 28:1–22; Matt 18:1–20 

October 27 Deut 29:1–29; Matt 18:21–35 

October 28 Deut 30:1–20; Matt 19:1–15 

October 29 Deut 31:1–29; Matt 19:16–30 

October 30 Deut 31:30—32:27; Matt 20:1–16 

October 31 Deut 32:28–52; Matt 20:17–34; Deut 33:1–29 



Mini Pumpkin Pie Cresent Rolls 

If you are looking for a delicious pumpkin roll up recipe for your fall baking list, then you’ve 

found it! 

These pastries are an easy alternative to a classic pumpkin pie. 

 

Ingredients 

 

 17oz. package (2 sheets) store bought puff pastry-room temp. 

 1
1/4 

 cup pumpkin puree 

 ¼ cup light brown sugar 

 3 tbsp granulated sugar 

 1 tsp vanilla 

 1 ½ tsp cinnamon 

 ¼ tsp ginger 

 ¼ tsp nutmeg 

 
1/8

 tsp all-spice 

 2 egg yolks 
 

Instructions 

1. Preheat oven to 375°F. Line a sheet pan with parchment paper. 

2. Stir together pumpkin puree, granulated sugar, brown sugar, cinnamon, ginger, all spice 

 and eggs. 

3. Unfold puff pastry on light floured surface, spread out the sheet so that it is flat. 

 Roll out just slightly, using a rolling pin, then spread half of filling on each sheet. 

4. Starting on the wider side with a pizza cutter or a sharp knife, cut into long triangles. 

5.  Gently roll each triangle into a crescent and arrange onto the baking sheet leaving 2 ½ 

inches apart. 

6. Bake 15 minutes or until golden brown. Serve warm.  

 Optional: Dust with powdered sugar. 
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            Join Us for Worship 
 
Saturday 5:30pm 
Sunday  8:00am & 10:30am 
Bible Studies 9:15am                                                                                                                                      
 
Via Facebook Live 
Zion Lutheran School Page 


